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** The capital of Mewar till its last destruction in 1568,
\vhen Udaipur took its place.

19  Mewar, alone of the great Rajput families, never gave a
bride to the Moguls.

20  Outcastes; here, Mussulmans.

21  Battles of Assaye and Argaum in the south, Delhi and
Laswari in the north.

22  Sir George Barlow " broke faith so openly with Jaipur
that the Directors felt constrained to regard his action as
(extremely questionable ? " (Oxford History of India). Also,
" even the Raja of Bundi, who had helped Colonel Monson in
his extremity, ^as abandoned to the cruelty of the Maratha
hordes. It is a sad and shameful story, still worse when read in
detail than when presented in abstract." (Ibid.)

23  A female demon called the Dhakun is supposed to haunt
the Mabasatis or places of Immolation.

24  "The shababa or wandering meteoric fires, on fields of
battle and in the places of ' great sacrifice ? ... are the source
of superstitious dread . . . having their origin in the same
natural cause as the * wandering fires of Odin';   the  phos-f
phorescent salts produced from animal decomposition." (Tod.)

Tod's picturesque note on Gwalior may be quoted also :
" On the east side of that famed fortress, where myriads of
warriors have fattened the soil, these phosphorescent lights
often present a singular appearance. I have, with friends whose
eyes this will meet, marked the procession of these lambent
night-fires, becoming extinguished at one point and rising at
another, which, aided by the unequal locale, have been fre-
quently mistaken for the Mahratta prince returning with his
numerous torch-bearers from a distant day's sport. I have
dared as bold a Rajpoot as ever lived to approach them; whose '
sense o4 the levity of my desire was strongly depicted, both in
speech and mien: * men he would encounter, but not the
spirits of those ever slain in battle,' It was generally about the